Ruby 
Snoey 


Career as a nurse has 
helped local volunteer with 
numerous efforts to 
benefit others 


By VIRGINIA OLIVER 
Post-Record Correspondent 

A firm belief that “you have to give 
something back to yourcommunity” drives 
Ruby Snoey of Camas. 

While it’s not her reason for volunteer- 
ing, her efforts have gained her honors over 
the year. In 1988, Ruby Snoey was named 
by Soroptimist International as Woman of 


Distinction for her efforts in Health and 
Human Rights. That same year she was 
awarded the area’s highest honor, Co-Citi- 
zen of the Year. 

A retired nurse whose career includes 
nursing at Vancouver Memorial, St. 
Joseph’s and St. Joseph’s Community hos- 
Pitals, Snoey has lived her philosophy. A 
brief resume of her membership in and 
contributions to various service organiza- 
tions, along with volunteer work for youth 
and the elderly, runs to three-typed, single- 
spaced pages. Camas and Washougal have 
benefited from her public service philoso- 
phy and so has Clark County. 

“You never really retire from nursing,” 
she said, and that is certainly true about her. 
Her interest areas range from the young 
child to school-aged children, and the eld- 
erly. In the 1950s she ran, for three years, a 
nursery for the children of working moth- 
ers. She operated clinics in the Camas Pub- 


lic Schools for immunizations andeye test- 


ing as well as immunization clinics in 
Washougal and the Evergreen school dis- 
tricts. In Camas, she has done sports physi- 


cals, assisted the school nurse, done scoliosis 


checks and has brought the immunization 
records for the entire school system up to 
date so that they are accurate and in compli- 
ance with state law. In addition to her work 
with AARP and the Agency on Aging, she 


has helped jtizens in numerous ways, 
everything from filling out Medicaid and 
insurance forms to finding the kind of care 


they needed, whether it was in-home, live- 

' inorinstitutional care. She has worked with 
in-home care personnel, matching the per- 
| son to the position, and in some cases, 
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Snoey’s interest in medicine ranges from 
health issues such as the protection of the 


fused to conform. When the nuns at St. 
Joseph decided to close St. Joseph's hospi- 
- tal, she and another nurse, Margaret Thiel, 


area 10), she helped raise the $1.3 million 
' needed to secure matching funds to 
build the new St. Joseph’s Community Hos- 
pital, which served Clark until it 
was It recently by the new South- 


———— = 
west Washingion Meavearenter. 

In addition to medical and health con- — 
cerns, Ruby Snoey cares about the commu- 
nity in ral as her membership in 
Soroptimist International and the Ameri- 
can Association of Retired Persons attests 
to. She has served each of these organiza- 
tions in various leadership capacities hav- 
ing been president of each several times. 
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on Aging, testifying before 
ieeuaaae of the need for in-home health 
care and respite care, programs that piloted 
in Clark County and are now state-wide. 
She is also a member of the Friends of 
Camas Community Center which shehelped 
organize. 

Through all this, she maintains a down- 


work at outdoor school are there 24 hours a 
day, and one day after supper as she and 
Paul Blair, then a counselor at James David 
he remarked that at the end of outdoor 


school hereally had to geta haircut. “Well,” 
Ruby said, “I've got a pair of scissors. sors. Sit 


How does she do it? “My mother,” she 
says, “managed pretty well. I learned from 


county urgency clinic (at least as far eastas 
164th Avenue), a nurse practitioner to staff _ 
it or cooperative staffing by local 
and waystoasisthe lento get media ] 
- faeth : 
_ “Ifind community service most reward- 
ing,” she said. “When you get up in the 
morning, you have a purpose.” Also, “My 
mother told me when I was about four that 
Iwas a human catalyst. I didn’t know what 
that meant for some time.” She smiled, “I 
do now.” She paused. “If I had two life. 
limes, there wouldn't be time for every-’ 


